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7 e Anſvyers to the Obiections 
ach the Aduerſaries of this doc- 
trine, vvritten by An- 

thonie Gylbie. q 


mentarie 1 bon the Pꝛophet Palachie, 
by the occaſion of this texte: 

haue loued Iacob, aul I haue hated Eſau. 
1 which — > _ — 

ecution, partly d, and 

come of late to my hands: accompting * 
this doctrine ſo neceſſarie, that vpon all 
occaſions it ought with reuerence to be 
vttred to the glozy of God, which ſo won- 
derfully appeareth in this his riche mer- 
cie towards vs, whom he choſeth from 
the filthe of ſinme, to ſerue him in righte- 
duſneſle, and to the beating down of our 
toꝛrupt nature, which without this, ey⸗ 
e . 


—_—— 


Of Election 
v2 falleth by inlidelitie to deſperation, Bi⸗ 
tauſe that without ſome taſte of this di⸗ 
uine pꝛouidence in Pꝛedeſtination, there 
can be no fayth , but eyther a doubtfull 
wauering, leading to diſpay2e, which we 
haue felte in the Papiſtrie, whyles we 
loked to our owne weakneſſe and inkir⸗ 
mitie, not able to endure one houre in 
the way of righteouſneſſe; oꝛ elſe a vayne 
pꝛeſumption of fayned hol pneſte, whyles 
we beholde our owne beteefe and god 
wozks, oꝛ the perfection that we dw ima⸗ 
cine in our owne ſelues, as do the Ana- 
baptiſtes. Therefoze J thought it god 
acco2ding to my ſimple Talent, to teſt 
fie this truthe agayne vnto the wo2lde, 
at the Pꝛinting of this wozthy Table of 
the great lerned man,Maſter Beza,which 
is let foꝛth in French, Latin, and Italian, 
and now into Engliſhe, tranſlated by our 
b:zother WV. V Vhittingham : wherein 
is moſt euidẽtly ſet fo2th befoze our eyes 
the chiefe ground of this doctrine, and the 
pꝛincipall poyntes thereof are ſo deepely 
opened, that there ſeemed to wante nos 
thing that was poſſible in ſo few lines to 
be 


and Reprobation. 


be vttered , yet fo2 the ſhoztneſſe therein 
all things can not be confeyned, but that 
ſome bzief leſſons foꝛ the vnlearned (who 
hath not their ſences fully ererciſed with 
ſuche deepe ſentences) may well be adioy- 
ned, as euery man hereafter ſhall heere⸗ 
vnto be moued by the ſpirit of God woꝛ⸗ 
king in their hearts (that many bearing 
witneſſe to the truthe of this moſt pꝛo⸗ 
fitable doctrine nowe reuealed) the mer⸗ 
cies of God in choſing his chyldꝛen may 
moꝛe and moꝛe, day by day be diſcloſed: 
and by the witneſſe of diuers conſenting 
togither in one, God the father of our 


herein chiefly ſtandeth his pꝛayſe, honoz, 
and glo2y, that theſe his wonderfull mer- 
cies towarde his Electe may be p2ayſed. 
Nowe there is no meane moꝛe apte , noz 
doctrine moꝛe conuenient to eſtabliſh the 
fayth of the Saincts, than to certifie by 
the Scriptures, that God hathe choſen 

them befoꝛe the beginning of the woꝛlde 
to be holy to him ſelfe, and ſo wꝛitten 
their names in the boke of lyfe in the 


ere , that all their ſaluation reſteth 
Aay. wholly 
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Loꝛde Jeſus Chaiſt may be glozifiev. Fo: 
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and howe ſhall not all things be giuen al⸗ 


foꝛe, thoſe alſo he called, and whome he 


longer doubt en 


Of Election 


' wholly vpon his hands and holy counſell 
that can by no meanes be chaũ⸗ 
ged, ſo that neyther death, dinell, noz 
hell; dare nowe accuſe them that are by 
grafted in Chꝛiſt, who are called 
of the eternall purpoſe: bicauſe it is God 
that inſtifieth, and who dare condemne 
them: at is Chꝛiſt that is giuen foꝛ them, 


ſo to them? Foz them that he knewe be⸗ 
foe, them he oꝛdeyned befoꝛe, that they 
ſhould be like faſhioned to the image of 
his ſonne, and whome he appoynted bes 


. called, thoſe alſo he iuſtiũed, and whom he 
- fultified, thoſe alſohe gloꝛiſied, that this 


eternall purpoſe and counſell of God, bees 


ing once related to his Saints, by the 
effectuall vocation and calling, whiche is 
the inffification offayth wꝛought in their 
heartes by the holy ſpirite , they can no 

eyther of Election, Pꝛede⸗ 
ſhnation,ſaluation,o2 gloꝛification. Hei⸗ | 
ther can any thing moꝛe beate 
mans nature, and the pꝛide of his vaynt 
heart, than ta behold the maieſtie of God, 
making 
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and N eprobation. 


making them by grace ſo farre vnlyke 
one to the other, obo were both one, al⸗ 
togither by nature the chilvzen of waath, 
of vengeance, 4 damnation: as the won⸗ 
derfull example of Jacob and Eſau of 
whom the Lo2de pꝛonounceth that he lo⸗ 
ueth the one, and hateth the other, befoꝛe 
they were boꝛne, and the terrible ſenfece 
agaynſt Pharao, whome the Stripture 
affy2meth that God rayſed vp to ſhewe 
bpon him his power, and hardened hys 
hart, to make his name knowne,e ſuche 
like, which euerywhere are ſet befozeour 
eyes to cauſe man fall downe befoze God, 
and to feare his iudgements, doth declare. 
But our Aduerſaries obiect agapnſt vs, 
that this doctrine is an offence to manp, 
and that ſome abuſe it to carnall libertie. 
J do anſwere, that Chꝛiſte is a ſtum⸗ 
bling ſtone to many , and all the doctrine 
ck the Golſpell is likewiſe ſlaundered by 
the euul conuerſation of others: vet max 
we not pꝛohibite the ſ werte floures from 
the Bees, bicauſe Spiders ſucke thence 
their poyſon, no moꝛe than wer maye 
ſtoppe the ſunne to ſhyne , bycauſe it 

A. iii. hur- 
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chyldꝛen by Jeſus Chziſte. Ephe. j. And 


6 ection 
hurteth ſoze eyes. But that if may be the 
glad tydings of to the aſſurance 
ok the faith of the one, and a cleare teſtis 
monie of cõdemnation of the other, to the 
beating downe of the pꝛide of man, thys 
glozious cotiſel of the mightie God, ought 
vntoall in this cleare renelation of the 
— 75 , to be offered, opened, and publi⸗ 
Wherefoze by the god wyll of God , we 
entende fo ſpeake of this greate matter, 
none other wayes ,neyther in any other 
ſoꝛte, then the open Dcriptures ſhall aps 
pꝛoue our ſayings, Therfoze we ſay with 
the holy Apoſtle Sayncte Paule: Blefſed 
be God the Father of our Loꝛde Jeſus 
Ch2iſte, whiche hath bleſſed vs with all 
ſpiritual bleſſingsin heauenly things vn- 
to Chꝛiſte, lyke as he hath elected and 
choſen vs in hym befoze the foundati- 
ons of the woꝛlde were layde, that we 
ſhould be — and 3 
by loue, who hath pꝛedeſtinaͤte vs, that 
her mighte freely chooſe vs to bee hys 


W * come ſome wicked men 
which 
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and Reprobatiun. 


whiche were long befoze-appoynted to 
this iudgement , whiche dw furne the 
grace of oure God to laſciuiouſneſſe 
and wantonneſle, as holy Jude ſaythe: 
vet knowe we that we are choſen by Je- 
ſus Chꝛiſte, that the glozy of his grace, 
bys fanonure and mercy towardes vs 
mighte be pꝛayſed. Foz wor are the e⸗ 
lecte and choſen kynred, and hys people 
by purchaſe , that wee ſhoulde ſhewe the 
vertue of hym whyche hathe called vs 
fozth of darkneſle into this maruellous 


This people o2deyned to ſaluation 
onely beleeueth, Act. 3. Foz thys Clede 
people onely was Ch2yite ſent into this 
woꝛlde. To them onely is the = 
of ſaluation ſente, as Peter ſayth : To 
the Clect by the fozeknowledge of Gov 
the father. . Pet. . Then to know what 
this Election of God is , and what in 
the Striptures it dothe ſignifye. Wee 
deſcribe -and-defyne Election to bee the 
free choyce of the god wyll of the Al- 
myghtie GOD appoynting and pꝛe⸗ 
are in the TI lyfg * 
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Of Election 
the beginning of the wozld, whom he will 
haue to be ſatied and compted amongeſt 
the inſt, Mhom he will haue holy and 
without faulte befoze hym to bes his chil⸗ 
dꝛen, by adoption to ſet fwxth his glozy, 
This choyſe, this choſing, this afoze- 
appoynted and o2dinaunce of 
God , is ndaunflye ſet fozthe in 

the firſte chapter to the Epheſians. That 

this commethof the free wyll of God and 
— grace, freely without our de- 
ſeruing (contrary to the vayne opinion 
ofthe Papiſts and Anabaptiſts)the ſame 
chapter and the nerte chapter * 
ing dothe teſtifie ,Cpe,1.2, And 
—— 
hening fob 


e 33. 
this to ande of his e 

tongs r 
rar and J will ſhewmercie where 
it ſhall be my pleaſtre,fo2 — 
ning of t 52 will haue mer⸗ 
gene Jil hae mere Paul 
declaring in this place the wozke of 
God beetwixte theſe two childꝛen Jacob 
9 Romaynes. 9. . 


—_A __—— Jo 


childzen were boꝛne 


And in the 69, Plalme it is ſpoken a⸗ 
 gainſfthe wicked. Let them not be waits 
ten amongſt the Julk,and put them foꝛth 
of the boke of life. And agayntt the falle 
Pꝛophet. Ezechiel.:3, Ye ſhall not be in 
the counſaile of my people, noꝛ waitten in 
the boke of the houſe of Jſraell, There 
be two finall cauſes alſo of this eternal 
purpoſe of the election, the which Paule 
rehearſeth in the firſt chapter tothe E⸗ 
pheſians, the one toucheth God, 1 
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Of Elefion 

ther perteineth to man. Me hath Elec⸗ 
ted vs befo:e the foundations of the 
wozlde. ( ſayth the Apoſtle ) that wee 
michte be holy and without blame. And 
thys anſwereth the wicked, which would 
abuſe the mercies of God to their luſt. A- 
gaine it followeth, He hath Pꝛeveſtinate 
vs, that he might choſe vs to be hys chyl- 
dꝛen, that hys name may bee p2ayſed, 
And this ſto th the mouthes of al our 
Aduerſaries that ſay, that thys doctrine 
is not to the pꝛayſe of God: ſo that they 
mult ceaſe to ſlaunder this doctrine , vn⸗ 
leſle they wil hinder the glozy of God, and 
denie the open Scriptures, 

Nowe it is to be noted and marked 
dyligently , that thys woꝛde Election 
is taken alter two ſoꝛtes in the Scrip⸗ 
ture, ſome t as it ſigniſieth abſolute⸗ 
ly the fre will, and appointment 
ef God, without the reſpecte of the reue⸗ 
lation of the wazde and meſſage ofſal- 
natvon . And thus ſpeaketh the holy 
Apoſtle Saincte Paule: of Election, ſaying 
of the carnal Jacob: They were enimies 
concernyng the Coſpel foz your _ 


and Reprobation. 
but concernyng the Election, they are 
beloued foz their parents. Foz the gyftes 
of God , and hys callyng 'are ſuche, 
that hee can not repente Euen as pou 
once were myſbel&uers from God, buf 
nowe haue attapned mercie, by theyz 
wn emer attapne mer⸗ 


* Election expꝛeſleth abſolutely 
rpole of God, without the re⸗ 
or . :uelation of the wo2de, oz any of 
dur wozkes followyng . Under thys firſt 
kynde of Election were thoſe hundzeth 
and twenty thouſande, whiche God 
dyd choſe and ker pe vnto hymſelfe in 
Niniue amongſt the Idolaters, and the 
ſeuen thouſande which God dyd leaue foz 
hymſelle in Jſrael,in the thirde booke of 


the ſecret pu 
ſpec 


kings the.19.chap, Yea,thoſe that vet are 


not, are thus elec, choſen,and amongſt al 
nations bothJewes in thys long blind- 
nes, t baniſhment from their countrey a- 


mongſt the Turkes in theyꝛ Idolatrous 
wickedneſſe , yea amongſt the Edo⸗ 
mites, the Sabees, the . j and 


Ethiopians, 


And 
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Of Elehon+ 
And in che late blyndneſſe of the Po⸗ 
all Yypocrites and counterfaite Chzilti- 
ans, thys abſolute Election whereby 
the mercyfullLozde God did reſerue and 
kepe bys choſen vnto him in all places, 
all ages, all countreys, without reſpect 
of perſons dyd molt euidently appeare, 
Powbeit this ſecreſie of election muſte 
onely ber lefte to the Maieſtie of God, 
where, when, how, and whom he there⸗ 
by ſaueth and ſheweth his mercy, Foz, to 
the blynde iudgemente of man all theſe 
people rehearſed, and ſuche like ſemeth 
retec, repꝛobate and caſte away as ap- 
peareth by Jonas condemning the Nimi- 
uites,by Elias codemning the Jſraelites, 
and a long while, vntil God had by mira- 
cle from Yeanen deliuered hym from 
that errour, vnto the chiefe Apoſtle Pe- 
+ ung people farre from the fayour 
of God, | 
The ſeconde kynde of Election is 
ſet fozth and knowen euident and open 
1 by 


and Reprobation k 


by the ſpirit of God, wozkingin the —— 
dl the elec and choſen by fayth and me 
— — 6 peu 
ching vs that we are the childzen 

OT nd ne —7r roar any 
the beginning,and nn = 
to an holy and blameleſſe lpfe 45 
laude # pꝛapſe of the grace of Ood. 
which Election beſides the wats cave 
ence of our conſciences may ber appꝛoue 
by the — — ny ny" 
compared t er. * * Rom, 
Ephe.1:, Coloff,3. and a very batefe and 
! 
Thell. 2. in theſe woꝛdes. We — x 
thanke God that he hath choſen * 8 
the beginning by the ſanctif ing — 2 
ſpirite and the belefe of the truth, 
which he hath called vou —— | 
to attayne the glozy of our Loꝛbe J = 
Chꝛiſte. By this gratious clection wan x 
Jacob dearely beloued in his —.— 
wombe, and Jeremy y knowne vnto — 
befoꝛe he was faſhioned in his 1 
3 
other the elec of nou 
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mans chaungeab 


ture our owne free wil, our owne ments, 


Election 
ſanctiſted and beloued from the beginning 
from befoze the foundations of the wozld, 
fro euerlaſting to euerlaſting. Foz there 
is no change of tyme with God, ſeryng 
that all thinges are pꝛelent in his ſighte. 
Foz vnto him a thouſande peares are but 
one day, but the courſe © change of times 
are in vs, our deedes, our knowledge, in 
le wiſedome, 
This Election muſt of neceſitie dꝛiue 
downe the pꝛyde we haue of our owne 
ſtrength, our owne power, our owne nas 


our owne iuſtiſication of our owne woꝛ⸗ 
kes, and bꝛyng vs to the flelyng of the 
mighty power of God, whiche wozketh all 
in all things, to the reſtozing of all things 
in our Chailt,both in Peauen and Earth, 
by whome we are called into this ſtate, 
long befoze appoynted accoꝛdyng to his 
purpoſed pleaſure , by whoſe power all 
things are w2ought, + Sopreto boldly 
ſay with the Apoſtle, who dare lay any 
thing to the charge of the Elect of God? At 
is God that iuſtifieth, who is he that c 
condemne ? Who canſeperate vs (w 


are 
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and Reprobation. 

| nk thys choſen Jacob ) from the loue of 
Can affliction:Canangmſh? Can perle⸗ 
tution: Can hunger? Can nakednes? Can 
C 
ded,fayth he, that neyther death noꝛ life, 
no2 Angell, noz power, no2 thyngs pꝛe⸗ 
ſent, nether things to come, nether height 
noꝛ depth, neyther any creature can ſepa⸗ 
rate vs from the lone of God in Chꝛiſt Je- 
ſu our Loꝛd. Lo this is the loue wher with 
the Lo2de loueth his Jacob, wherby we 
ſay : O heauenly father, Loꝛd of heauen 
and earth, it hath pleaſed ther that thou 
mighte ſhew thy greate godnefſe moſte 
liberally efrely towards vs, befoꝛe that 
we were, and therfo2e betoꝛe we had done 
eyther god oz euil, without any our me- 
rites oꝛ deſeruings onely thoꝛough thy 
pe mercy to elect and e, 92dayne 
and appoynte - vs 'Veyz2es of euerla⸗ 
ſting life, and thereby to make all thinges 
perteining to our ſaluation ſo fyzme and 
ſure, that they can not ſtagger, wa⸗ 
uer , no2 faple. Where contrarywiſe 
if they dydde hang of A W 
J. e 


Of Election 
> ſhould guer bedoubtefull, bicauſe e⸗ 
uery manisalyer , and all our rights, 
auſneſſe is like a ſpotted clothe, and no- 
thing but counterfeyte hypocriſie, wey- 
ed in the balance ol thy ſeuere iuſtice. But 
the grace of this thy free Election 
eee no crea⸗ 
ture is able to take oute of thy hande , 
O God. WMherekoꝛe we da laude #4 mags 
niſie thy name wozlde withoute ende. 
So be it. 

Nowe atter thys doctrine of 
on, and loue of God  towarde KA ig 
the hating and Rep2obation of Eſau 
muſt lykewiſe be declared, 4 though ths 
aduerſaries of thys doctrine do ſceme to 
denxe that there is anpe ſuche Repꝛo⸗ 


bation ot the wicked, Re the woꝛdes are 
aneh and Roinaines.9. 
that nothyng can be moze 2 
Foz what can be r 


ken foz 1 gy mbar 


bann . tag t the be - 

e hated Cſau, What was 
this hatred t the Rep2obation,Reiecs 
God hys owne- 


mouth 


and Reprobation. 
mouth of thys wicked Elan , like as 
in the laſte verſe cf the firſt Pſalme, 
wher it is ſaid, that theLozd knoweth the 
wayes or the iulte, that is he hath them 
wzitten in hys bone in the Veauens, 
he loueth them as is ſayde cf Jacob, hee 
hath ſuche care ouer them, that they 
cannot fall, but vnto the glozy of God, 
and their owne commonitie , and by the 
courſe of the contraries compared toge⸗ 
ther in that Pſalm : it ſhoulde be added, 
the Loꝛde knoweth not the wicked, like 
as Chailte ſayth , it ſhall bee anſwered: 
ar pare he ere tw 
the way 

of the wicked ſhall periſhe, ſo thatit ap- 
peareth to be all ane; notto — 
accepted, and knowen of God, and to 
periſh, and to be as a Nepꝛobate condem- 
ned. And Felinus fozthe of Kymhy doth 
note, that that parte ofthe laſte verſe ot 


this of the fozite Pſalme, ſon 
that the Election, knowledge, loue, am 4 
n r eternall ſaluation c@n- 
By, ders 


Of Elettion. 

_ ſeparate-Lihnas bis anger and ha⸗ 
ed, repꝛobation and condemnation ton⸗ 
nn, do follow, in Cain, Clau, Pha⸗ 
rao, Judas, the Phariſies, and like obdu⸗ 
rate perſons, ſu manifeſtly vttering them 
ſclues to be ol that ſoꝛt whome God al⸗ 
wayes hated: The childꝛen not of Abꝛa⸗ 
ham, but as Chꝛiſt anſwereth vnto them, 
of their father the diuel, who was a mur⸗ 
therer fro the beginning, like as his chil⸗ 
dꝛen hane bene alſo euer ſithe the begin⸗ 
ning cf the woꝛld, and therefoze muſte of 
necefſitie be hated o the moſte mercifull 
Lo2de , who is compelled by the oꝛder 
of his woꝛkes, tu vſe theſe wicked roddes 
and cruel ſcourges, foz the chaſtiſement 
of his childꝛen, doing many times the 
woꝛke ſtraunge ra hisnature, that he 
maye do his wozke of mercy,peculiar vn⸗ 
to his nature: And than vtterly bzeake, 
hate, reiect, and caſt away into 
fire and vtter deſtruction this rodde 
ſcurge, like a moſte mercifull father fas 
 bazinghis childꝛen and hating the rodde. 
the as he ſayth by bis Pꝛophet: M 
tio aur the rodde ol my 3 


7 7 \ " : o „ 4 l | 


. 


and Reprobation. 


affe of my indignation, and after pꝛomp⸗ 
ſeth to bꝛeake the ffaffe and caſt a waye 
the rodde. Pſalm, o. Suffering in the 
meine ſeaſon yet theſe inſtrumentes ot 
his wzathe pꝛepared vnto deſtruction, 
with greate pacience, foz this ende that 
he may vtter the riches of his gloꝛy to- 
wards the veſſels of glo2y, which he yath 
p2epared vnto glozy, - 

Thus was Pharao the manifeſt ſcurge 
and rodde of God, to coꝛrect, to chaftice, 
t to exerciſe the Iſraelites, and to ſpꝛead 
the power of God thꝛough all the wo2?d. 
Therefoꝛe was Poyſes ſente vnto him 
with the rodde ol God hys mightie mer⸗ 
cy, to bꝛeake in ſunder thys rodde of cha⸗ 
ſticement. And the Loꝛde ſayde vn- 
to Moyſes, J haue appoynted thee to bee 
the God ol Pharao, and Aaron thy 
Bꝛother ſhall be thy :ophet „ thou 
thalte ſpeake vnto him all that J com- 
maunde the: Anvhe thin ſpeake vnto 
Pharao, to let go the — Ifraell 
foozthef his lande. But J will harven 
hys hearte, ſaythe the Loꝛde, and 3 
„ multiplie „ and 1 

B. iij. rs 
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/ Elethon .. 
ders in Egypte, and he ſhall not hears 
you, And J will bꝛing myne armie and 
e 
moſt greate iudgementes, and the E⸗ 
de that J am the Lond. 
12. 
Agapne the Loꝛde ſayth, Nowe ſhall 
I ſtretche my hande to ſtryke thee, and 
thy people with a plague, and thou ſhalt 
periſhe from the earth, foz therefoze | 
bo J cauſed thee to fande ( fo2 ſous 
the Yebzue wo2de) that J may ſhewe 
in thie my ſtrength, and that my name 
may be renowmed thꝛough al the earth. 
Exod. 9. Then the Lode ſendeth a great 
haple , ſo that feelyng the hande of 
God the tenth tyme, Pharao was com⸗ 
pelled to crie : The Loꝛde is iuſte, and 
J and my people are ſinners, as follows 
eth in the ſame chapter. Pet fo2 alfthis 
the Loꝛde hardeneth his heart, that her 
purſueth the childzen of Iſraell to hys⸗ 
owne deſtruction . Exod, 14, YI mt | 
reſifting tho power of God he-periſheth 
in thys woꝛlde, and in the woꝛzlde to 
come hee is Arernted to the ever 


| 


— . Cr 


and Reprobation. 
ſting kyꝛe pꝛepared fo2 the diuell and 
hys Aungels by the iuſte iudgemente 
of the almightie Loꝛde: who beeyng 
refuſed and ſo openly reſiſted ,, iuſte⸗ 
ly dothe giue ouer the wycked to their 


owne Rep2obate myndes, wyth gredi⸗ 
neſſe to fulfyll they? fleſhely deſiers and 


obſtmate purpoſe to pꝛoſecute that which 
the Deuyll and the woo2zide wilteth 
them to do, and ſo cauſeth them t 
vpon their owne heades their own! 
nation, treaſuring and ſtoꝛing vp al their 
like long, wozkes deſeruing the w2ath 
of God againſte the day of hys wꝛathe 
and vengeaunce, as the Apoſtle ſayth to 
the Romaines. 

This Rep2obation then is the decla⸗ 
ration of God his ſeuere iuſtite and tuff 
iudgement, againſt the Serpent and hys 
ſeede , whome , by the worde of hys 
eternall wiſedome hee hathe accur⸗ 
ſed from the: bergynnyng, and appointed 
to euerlaſtyng toꝛment. The whiche 
wozke neceſſarte fo2 the pꝛoceedpng 
of God hys holie pꝛoupdence, Eter⸗ 
** and neuer ceaſſing Kegpmente 
Bil. and 
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| — bicauſe iis the wozke 
ofthe will of the mightie God, whiche is 


the 


lawe, equitie, and iuffice it ſelfe,. 
free from all ions, farre from all 
fault, crime oz ſinne: It ought to be kno⸗ 
wen vnto vs all, that all fleſhmay trem- . 
ble, and conſider befozc whome it ſtan⸗ 
deth, euen n befoze that great Loꝛde and 
God, who hath power both ouer 
p and ſoule to caſt into hell fire, 
om no man ma ſay: what doeſt 
thou? Being like the ay in the potters 
hande, oꝛ the ſtaffe oꝛ axe in the hande 
cf the ſmiter ,UWho cffendeth againſt no 
law, bicauſe his godly will is the lawe it | 
ſelfe, and to knowe his pleaſure, wy 
know the lawe, to follow his will, 
to da the lawe, ſo that of neceſſitie his | 
great Lo2de is ſofafre andfree from all 
unne, that nothing is god but that which 


is wꝛought by hym , nothing can be e⸗ 
uil that he woꝛketh in his creatures. Po, 


the fall of Lucifer þ father of þ repꝛobate 

dothe vtter his maieſtie, dothe ſhew his 

iuſtice, which olde Dathan and Father 

n was ens caſt downe into 4 
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and Reprobation. 
bottome cf hell, and eternally condemned 
to euerlaſting payne and toꝛzment, bi⸗ 
cauſe he did ſo ambiftoufly and p2oudly 
climbe vp abone his appoynted place in 
the heauens. And where the malice of 
this olde Serpent cauſed Adam the firſt 
man to mount aboue his eſtate to deſire 
to knowe god and euill like a God, the 
marnellous mercy of God, ineſtimable 
lone towards mankind cauſed 4 compel⸗ 
led this wicked wozke of the Serpent to 
ſerue his glozy, and fo turne to our great 
commoditie and pꝛofite, in that he rap⸗ 
ſeth of the ſeede of man another Adam, 
| moſt innocent and holy, agapnſt whom 
| noDiuell, neyther anyhelly power may 
p2euayle, by whom we are not onely re⸗ 
conciled vnto God, and do obtepne par⸗ 
don fp2 this offence, but we are bozno a 
newe, and as it were agapne created ms 
to greater alo2y by farre, than we were 
at the firſt : fo2 the firſt man had onely a 
pꝛomiſe to liuꝛ in the earthly garden ſo 
long as he did not cate ofthe foꝛbidden 
frute, we haue the pꝛomiſe of the hea⸗ 
uenly Paradice, and everlaſting plea⸗ 
B. v. ſures, 
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: thru Ns earthly mcate and frute, 
we haue the heauenly Panna which fee- 
deth into life euerlaſting. He was created 
to wozke in the Garden woꝛkes natu⸗ 
rall, we are renewed vnto wozkes ſuper⸗ 
naturall, aboue nature, heauenly and 
teleſtiall. He was ouercome by the Ser⸗ 
pent, we dw overcome and triumphe o⸗ 
uer the Serpent, inne, Diuell, Death, 
and Mell. He had the gifte of reaſon and 
vnder ſtanding, we haue the rich wiſdome 
al God his holy ſpirite, whereby we dil⸗ 
cerne dur own inſirmitie and weakneſſe, 
and his almightie power, mercy, and god⸗ 
neſſe, To be ſhoꝛte, where he dyd runne 
from God, hidde him, and ſowed Figge 
leaues to couer his ſhame, following hys 
fonde fantaſie. Ne do boldly beholde the 
courſe of Gods wozking in our naked⸗ 
nelle, ſinne, and infirmitie, and magni⸗ 
fic, renowme, and p2ayſe oure Loꝛde 
God, whiche ſheweth his grace by dure 
linne, whiche vttercth his power by our 
weakneſſe, his wiſedome by our fwliſh⸗ 
reſfe; which ſetteth ſw2th his ele vefſels, 
hes choſen Abels, by Caynites the en 
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and Reprobation. 
of his wꝛath. In whiche Cayn the firſt 
murtherer , and therefoꝛe manifeſtly of 
the ſerpents ſeede, appeareth enidently 
the inſt iudgement of the Almightie God, 

accurſing and condemning in Satan and 
Cayn, all ſinnes and wickedneſſe. To vt⸗ 
ter that he abhoꝛreth ſinne, and hateth if, 
being ſo farre contrarie from his nature, 
which is iuſtice it ſelfe;contrarie from his 
will, which is equitie, and his law which 
is iudgement: In Pharao a childe of the 
ſame father, repꝛobate, indurate, and ac⸗ 
curſed, whome God ſtirred vp foꝛ the de⸗ 
claration ot his great power and mightie 
arme, as well in the manyfolde my2acles 
w2ought fo2 his people, whiche nothing 
had needed , neither had bin occaſioned, ik 
there had not bin ſuch a ty2at ſo indurate 
and ſo obſtinate, to withſtande God x his 
ſeruants, as alſo by the ſubuerſion dꝛou⸗ 
ning of him t his people in the red Sea, a 
ſigne t token firſt or the eternall and ine⸗ 
uitable deſtrudiou t damnation, whervns 
to the wicked are appoynted, than ol the 
faluation aſſigned t ſealed vp foꝛ the elect 
3 we do lerne heerby alſo p ne 
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Of Elettion x 


of God, whiche the very So:cerers, the 
enimies of God were to cons 
feſſe befoze Pharao, Exod. 8. Wee da 
lerne mozeouer the iuſtice of God, which 
iuſtice Pharao him ſelfe was compelled 
agaynſt him ſelle, to denounce and af- 
firme. Exod; 9. And finally we may ſee 
expꝛeſſed moſte manifeſtly the fatherly 
mercy of the God sf Jacob, whiche dyd 
giue the king and the whole people of C- 
gypt a pꝛyce fo his choſen Jacob. Lo the 
lone towards Jacob, and the hatred to⸗ 
wards Eſau. What ſhall we ſpeake of 
Judas and other, manifeſtly repꝛobate, 
whiche are compelled by the teſtimonie 
of their owne'conſciences to pꝛonounce 
them ſelues wicked, and therfoze to feare 
god his ſeuere iuſtice and iuſt iudgement, 
and to flye therefrom by the terrour of 
their euill conſciences, which is moꝛe ſoꝛe 
than a thouſand witneſſes, agaynlt ſuche 
as God doth leaue to their owne ſelues. 
The which terrible examples, the Elec 
of God, hauing befoze their eyes, hathe 
greate cauſe to pꝛayſe their heauenly 
fathers thavugh his lonne Chaifte, ä * 
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and Reprobation. 
hath ſent them his holy ſpirite of comfozf, 
which will nener ſuffer them fo be femp- 
ted aboue that they are able toſuffer and 
to beare. 
But where we haue two kind of men 
that be aduerſaries to this docrine of Re⸗ 
pꝛobation. The one ſozte vttering them 
ſelues moſt manifeſtly Rep2obate, obſti- 
nate, and wilfully wicked, crying and 
ing: we will followe our lufts, 
what nerde we to care howe we lyue, oz 
what we do: If we be elected with Jacob, 
we ſhall be ſaued, if we be reiecte and 
curſed with Cham , we ſhall be damned, 
Theſe Lucifers, not ſubmitting them⸗ 
ſelues to the gouernance of God, careleſſe 
what becommeth of them, mult be bette 
downe with the conſideration of the ma⸗ 
ieſtie and mightie power of God, whiche 
ſuffereth not one ſparrowe to fall vpon 
the earth without his will  pzouidence, 
neither one heare to fall from the head of 
his eled and choſen, howe fiercely ſo euer 
they ſhall rage agaynitthem, | 
Wherefoze (O you Serpents ſ&de) 
dea vou ſhall be offended with 
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all ſleſhe by theſehis weake veſſels, And 
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this that J ſhall ſpeake, knowe this, that 
as the mightie God hathe made the ſcat⸗ 
terev ſandes able inoughe to ſtay the ra⸗ 
ging Seas: ſo ſhall your pꝛoude waues 


bol your boyling ſtomacks andoucr/buſte 


heades, be bꝛoken and bꝛought full lowe, 
where and when it ſhall like the Loꝛde ol 


liſence muſt pou aſke, as did pour father 
the diuel, executing his tyꝛannie vpon the 
god mã Job, as we reade in the firſt chap⸗ 
ter of that Pyſtozie, befoze you can lay 
hands eyther dt body o2 gods of his cho⸗ 


ſen, and therein ſhall you be limitted and 


appoynted (as there appeareth) how farre 
vou ſhall be able to extend pour violence. 


Foꝛ God holdeth your hearts in his hand 
be you neuer ſo great tyꝛants, ⁊ can ſone 


cauſe you to fayut and fayle from your 
furie, turning vour hearts rounde about 
as him liketh-beſt, And bicauſe you thus 
blaſpheme God bothe in woꝛds 4 dedes, 
following your father Lucifer ; abuſing 
Gods creatures, and deſpiſing his bene⸗ 
kytes, his tollerance, and his long ſuffe⸗ 


rance, whiche might moue you to repen⸗ 
tance 
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and Reprobation ; 


tance (as holy Paule warneth) you frea- ⸗ 
ſure vp fo2 pour ſelues euen wꝛath and 
vengeance agaynſt the day of vengeance. 
Jdo feare nothing at all to offende you 
with my waiting, neither da vou paſſe as 
ny thing at all what is wꝛitten o2 ſpoken, 
though vou vſe toſweare, ſtampe, æ ſtare 
fo a little ſpace in a furious rage, when 
vou heare and fele things contrarie fo 
your poyſon. But the ſcriptures of God, 
all god wꝛitings, all truthe, vnto ſuche 
dogs and hpgs are vttered to this purpoſe, 
that they may be a teſtimonie of condem⸗ 
nation of the light ol Gods truth reiected 
and deſpiſed, Therfoꝛe ſoꝛ the elect of God 
that they may vnderſtande the courſe of 
Gods working in al his creatures, æ reue⸗ 
rence his maie ſtie, and magnifie and re⸗ 
noume his holy name, is this wꝛitten. Yet 
doubtleſſe do J know amongſt the chiefe 
veſſels x choſen childꝛen of God there be 
many whiche haue not attayned to this 
poynt of doctrine-of Clecid  Rep2obatis, 
whom J am very loth to offend, and ther⸗ 
foe I deſire the fo2 the lone of God to ſuf- 
fer me quietly without their griet to vtter 

vnto 


Of Eleftion 
vnto other the comfozte of my conſcience, 
which Jhaus hereby vndoubtedly recey⸗ 
ned: like as J haue manp times harke⸗ 
ned vnto them in the cõtrarie Firſt pꝛay⸗ 
ing thus bothe of vs togither vnto our 
heauenly father, knowledging our ovne 
infirmitie and weakneffe, O father in the 
heauens, whatſoeuer we are, whatſoe⸗ 
uer we haue, whatſoener we knowe, it 
is onely by thy free grace, foꝛ we were by 
nature the childꝛen of wꝛath, and we are 
not boꝛne a newe of fleſhe and bloud, ey⸗ 
ther of the ſerde of man, oꝛ of the wyll of 
man, fleſhe and bloud can not refteale the 
myſteries of thy heauenly kingdome vnto 
vs, But by thy bleſſed will, are we that 
we are, and by the ſame knowe we that 
we knowe: therefoze (O father) do we 
— hands onelp our ſalua⸗ 


doubt nothing but that weare the chil- 
dꝛen OE erlaſting kingdome, and 
mightie power, we ſhall 
— it ſhall be thy pleaſure, to 
a moze full i riper knowledge of a moze 


pen n our kapth ſhall be 
kully 


tion. Jf our knowledge be mall, vet we 
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fully able to compꝛehend t perceyue the 
b2edth,depth, height, + largeneſſe — of thy 
great mercyes, and gratious pꝛomyſes. 
But ſceing this power of full knowledge 
and perfect reuelation, paſſeth all power 
naturall, and remayneth onelp in thy po⸗ 
wer, and the light of thy ſpirite OD Lozd), 

Do thou what ſhall pleaſe ther, to opt᷑ to 
vs thy ſeruaunts x childzen, depending of 
thy hands, ſo muche of the lyght of thy 
countenance , and at ſuch tymes as ſhall 
ſeeme god to thy wiſdome and fatherly 
mercte , In the meane tyme thus reſtyng 
wholy vpon ther, neither can we dilpaire, 
neither will we be to muche careful,al- 
though we can not attayn to p knowledge 
of many of thy wozks, neither to the vn- 
of many places of the ſcrip⸗ 
tures , but we wil confefſe vnto thee the 
weakneſſe of our faith, wayting alwayes 
foꝛ further reuelatið of thy glozious light 
to be vttered vnto vs, when thou ſhalt 
thinke of thy Fatherly beneuolence and 
godneſle mete and conuement, knowing 
moſte ſurely that thou wilt pitie our chil⸗ 
diſhe infanſy, and ana IMs to 14 
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fot thy glozy and oure great commoditie, 
ſeeing that we do erre and are childiſh, 
as ſonnes befo2e ſuchea Father whiche 
can not put off hys Fatherly pitic , but 
rather as thou haſte bꝛoughte vs vnto 
thee , to be the heyzes of thy kingdome 
by the blode of thy naturall ſonne , ſo we 
be moſte ſure that thou wilte lighten 
vs in the ende, with the full fruition 
of the bꝛighte lighte of thy contenaunce, 
that we may ſee the and knows thee as 
thys thy ſenneoure Redeemer knows 
eth thee, pea, ſee thee oure Father, face 
to face, and knowe as we be knowen, 

Thus reſte we onely of thy hande to ens 
treace oure knowledge at thy god pleas 
ſure, O mighty Lo2de and moſte mers 
cifull father. So be it. 

It you can thus ſubmitte your ſelnes, 
god bꝛethꝛen, to the wiſedome of God, 
wozkingin vs weakelinges what him 
Iyketh , All the ſtomblyng ſtockes whi⸗ 
che myghte offende you , may eaſelie 
be remoned , There bee two thynges 
eſpecially whyche do ſeme to ſtande 
agaynile thys doarine of Election —* 

e⸗ 
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and Reprobation. 1 


Rep2obation , og of God hys gouer⸗ 
naunce and pzouidence', foz all is one 
in effec, the one toncheth God, the ⸗ 
ther man. The fy2ite and pꝛincipall i, 
leaſte that the wicked do make God the 4 
aucthoz of ſynne in the Rep2cbate, the d 
which doubt, we may remoue loure ma⸗ 
ner of wapes. 
Firſt, by the authoꝛitie of ſcriptures. 
Secondly , by the teſfimonic of their 
owne conſcifces which be the Rep2obate, j 
Lhirdly,by the nature of ſinne. Fourthly, 
by the maieſtie of God, which2is bounds |. 
to none of his creatures, to make hym |: 
this 02 that veſſell , Foꝛ the firſte,@ainct | 
James ſaith : Let no man ſay when he 
is tempted, that he is tempted of God, foꝛ 
God, as he cannot be tempted with 
euill, ſo neither dothe her tempte ante 
man. But cuerie manne is tempted, 
dꝛawen awape, and entyſed of his owne ; 
luſte and concupiſcence , Then the luſte 
when it hath conceyned , b2yngeth 14 
fo:th: ſynne. James . 1, And euen thus 
it appeared in the fy2ite fall or man iy 
kinde . Fiſt, _ the. Lozde _ | 0 

| C.y. od ie 
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Of Election 


Godhad warned and commaunded the 
contrarie, oure olde enimie ſtyꝛreth the 

— — — 
the godnes, pleaſantneſſe and beautie of 
the apple, thẽ hir luſt tõceiuing this, bꝛin⸗ 
geth fozth ſinne, entiſing alſo hir huſs 
bande to the bꝛeaking of God hys com⸗ 


maundementes. Gene. 3. But confra- 


riwiſe, fayth James in the ſame place. 
Ja.1. leaſt yon ſhoulderre and conceiue 
any cuill opinion of God,cuery god gyfte 
and euerie perfite gyfte is from aboue, 


diſcending from the Father of light, with 


whom is no vareableneſſe, nether change 
into darkenſſe, that he ſhoulde gyue 
no we god things, nowe euill, nowe light, 
nowe darkenefſe., No, ſaithe the Apoſtle 
Paule, let God be true, and al men lyars. 
Can God be vniuſte? How ſhall he then 
tudge the wozlde? Rom. 3. Agayne , God 
ſaith by hys pꝛophet Ezechiell: J will 
not the death ol a ſinner, but J wil rather 
that the ſinner conuert, repente and liue. 
And vnto wycked Jeruſalem ſayth our 


ſauiour Chꝛiſt:O Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, 


ws theta ga and ſtoneſt 
them 
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and Reprobation. 


them that are ſente vnto the : Howe 
oft would J haue gathered togither thy 
|  rhildzen, as the Yen gathereth hir chic- 

kens vnder hir winges, and thou woul⸗ 
deft not. Lo, thy houſe therefoꝛe is left des 
ſolate. Math. 23. Lo, herre appeareth ths 
godneſſe of the liuing Lo2d, ſo diligently 
calling the wicked to hym by his woꝛd, 
by his Pꝛophets, by his meſſengers, and 
at the length by his owne ſonne, that he 
cannot in any caſe be actompted the auc⸗ 
thoꝛ of their euill, no2 cauſe of their fall. 
But contrariwiſe, their owne wilfull 
and wicked ſtobberneſſe is the cauſe of 
their euill, and the onelp occaſion cf 
theire fall, as it is wꝛitten: Thy perdici- 
on and deſtruction is ef thine owne ſelfe, 
bit onelp of me is thy laluation. And in⸗ 
finite ſcriptures to the ſame pur pole ap⸗ 
tapning. That wer may'fay' werb 
: vnto ther O Loꝛde, belongeth 
—— to vs the ſhame and 
toueryng ol our faces. Daniel 9. Se⸗ 
rondly, The teſtimony of the confciences 
of the wycked, whiche ſhall arcuſe 
57 excuſe them at * „ 


7 El fon 


ai the fo2ce; and valure of a 
thouſande witnefſes, which is the woꝛme 
that ſhal neuer dye, but gnawe the wyc- 
kevfo2 euer. Ela. 46. This conſcience, 1 
ſay, of theyzs ſhall condemne the wicked, 
2 what ſhall God then do? D2 wher⸗ 
2 d2eadfull maieſtie to bee char⸗ 
Cayne by hrs awne conſcience , is 
. to conteſle: greater is my mic 
— can be remitted. Thou caſts 
ſeſt me from t e fate a the carth, ſayth 
he and J muſtbyve me from thy face, 
L, the iuſte i nte of God and his 
wozthy, cond ion; openly confeſſed. 
Who dare then blame God:? Cayn dare 
in no wile doit , Neither vet ny 
rao, who 3 owne harte 
and:eauſcience actuſeth him ſelf aud his 
. lth enen 
—— 9. A hat doth Judas Dathe he 
ee 2bane ſynned, betraye 
ing thys innocent bloude. Pathew-; z. 


un vtter _ that thing i 
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and Reprobation. 


within hys bꝛeſte, hes is compelled to 
take aduengance, and execute a iudge⸗ 
ment moſte terrible agaynſt hym ſelfe, 
vttering to all the woꝛld hym lelfe moſte 
wicked , and that the iuſtice ok God 
puniſhyng ſuch wycked traytours and. 
murtherers, oughte moſte wozthily ta 
be feared, magniſied, and reuerenced, 
thzoughout the whole wozld. Lyke as 
all the other wycked and deſparate per⸗ 
ſons, whiche foz anguiſhe of heart, and 
terrour of conſcience, do murther them 
ſclues, doth enidently and confinually 
wytnelle vnto the wo2ldes ende, that 
there is a iuſt Loꝛd, the God of iudge⸗ 
mente, whom they doe feare, and befo2e 
whole face they dare not appeare to ac⸗ 
cuſe.hym of any ſynne, but rather ta⸗ 
kyng the crime, blame, ſhame , and 
puniſhmente, vnto them ſelues , who 
woꝛthyly by their owne conſcience, haue 
deſerued it, dothe thus toꝛmente them 
ſclues , and with violente handes ad⸗ 
uenge the ſynne they haue commpt⸗ 
ted in theyꝛ owne (ynnefull ſoules and 
bodyes, Thus muſte God alwayes be 
C.iy, kounde 
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... foundinſ, and ouertome when he is iud⸗ 

| ged, by the teſtimonie of our own conſci- 
ente, whiche ſhall accuſe oz excuſe vs at 
the great day.Roma.2, Wherefoze let no 
man be ſofwlythe to ſay, that God is the 
authoz of euill, vnleſle he will be accomps 
ted woꝛſe than Cayn, moze pꝛoude than 
Pharao, moꝛe wicked than Judas, oz 
any other the Repꝛobate from the bes 
aming. * 
Thirdly, the nature of ſinne being de⸗ 
fyned by the authoꝛitie of ſcriptures, to 
be a thought, woꝛde, 92 deed, contrary to 
the wil of God, Foꝛ ſuch things onely de⸗ 
fyle the man; as Chꝛiſt our maſter ſayth, 
|  Mathew..15andtherfoze are onelp tobe 
actompted ſinne. Mo ſuch thought can be 
— ne 8 222522 
1 ,therfozeno can 
be hys —4 Heyther canne he bie 
the anethoz of euill „ whiche theres 
fo:e is called God , bycauſe ber is the 
aucthoꝛ and gyuer of al god, and ſo farre 
from enill , that hee turneth all oure 
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and Reprobation. 
vttering ol his grace, our lyes to the de⸗ 


dlmaration of his truthe. No, this is the 
| perfect wozke maſter whiche wozketh all 
things without faulte oz treſpaſſe, all os 
ther do fayle, faulte, gnd treſpaſſe, and 
ſinne in all their wozks, that he may be 


iuſtiſied in al his dwings and al creatures 
fall downe befoze his face and pꝛeſence. 
Who though he do wozke al in al things, 
pet doth he wozke the ſame fo ſuche godly 
ende and purpoſe , knowen onelp ts hys 
maieſtie, that though we be compelled to 
ſap, God is the authoꝛ of the fact, yet mult 
we anſwere :but not of the crime, Bi⸗ 
canſe he is the maſter of the houſe, and 
LLo2de ouer the familie, and therefoꝛe 
may do any thing withont the blame of 
his ſeruants. | 

And like as that whiche is no fault in 
the maſter of the houſe, is a great faulte 
many times in any of his ſeruantes, bi⸗ 
cauſe it is the bꝛeaking ot their maſters 
commanndement:Euen fo doubtleſſe the 


ſelfe ſame woꝛke is ſinne in God his ſer⸗ 
to God is no 
appoynted 


uants and creatures, 
ſine, but an ozdinarp 


C. v. 


foz 
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Dauid, of Peter, of Marie Pagdalen, 


aLawe, therefoze no wozke that God 
+ þ dothe 
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foz ſome. ſpeciall purpoſe , eyther fo2 tho 
manifeſtation of his power , as was the 
hardening of Pharao, oꝛ fo2 the declas 
ration of his mercy, as was the fall of 


and all other repitant ſinners, And wher- 
foꝛe, I p2ay you, may not this Lozd thus 
ble his owne ſeruauntes, without any 
blame of ſinne , ſeeing that he hath crea⸗ 
ted and made them all -onely to ſerue 
bys gloꝛie, hys iuſtice, and hys merge, 
Oz howe can he be vninſte, oz the au⸗ 
thoz of anye ſynne, by whome all the 
woꝛlde muſte be iudged and bꝛoughte to 
the balance ol iuſtice and equitie. When 
the firſt woꝛlde ſhall be condemned foꝛ 
their ſine and iniquitie, and we nowe 
liuing ſhall be tudg for dure ſinnes: 
ſpeciatly. all thoſe whiche not onely doe 
euyll them ſelues, but art authozs and 
faultoꝛs to wycked doers. Romanes. 1. 

Fourthly , The maieſtie of God can be 
ſubiect to no ſinne, bicauſe it can be vn⸗ 


der no lawe. And that onelp is woz- 


thely called ſinne which is done agaynſt 


and Reprobation. 
dothe oughte to be accompfed euill, eys 
ther that he is the occaſion of any euyll, 
whiche oncly is the minde, ſence , ſpi⸗ 
whom no lawe ol it ſelfe is god. F92 eue⸗ 
rie god lawe is the minde, will, and com⸗ 
maundement -of God, and what ſo euer 
lawe is not the mynde, wyll, and com⸗ 
maundement of God (as was the lawes 
of the Dcribes and Phariſeys ; and of the 
curſed Papiſts) the ſame be wicked: who 
of neceſſitie were ſet vp the body of An⸗ 
tichzift, to vtter their vnrighteouſneſſe, 
that Chꝛiſte the ſonne of righteouſneſſe, 
the head of his body, in his manyfolds 
mercies, moꝛe playnely might appeare, 
and ſhine with moze gloꝛy. Agayne to de- 
fine ſinne to be the affection, motion, oz 
operation of any reaſonable creature, as 
gaynſt the law of God: his maieſtie muſt 
needcs be ſecluded and excuſed, who is the 
lawe maker, the creatoz, no creature, ha⸗ 
uing no euill motion, noz ledde with any 
affection, which might make his wozke 
euill. Like as the creature is fo2 the moſt 
eee eee „ 


Of E leftion 


both the belt of all. Jt is ſublect fo fome 

affection ,eyther ſelfeloue, oꝛ hatred of 

ſome other, yea the Loꝛde God may vſe 

any ot his creatures in any woꝛke, with⸗ 

out the blame of any euill, as well as the 

Smith may make his coles to lame, oꝛ to 
vꝛon, ſametimes 


Wherefvze though very much might 
be ſaydein this parte, that as the potter 
may-make of one peece of clay what him 
Uketh, the Smith may make of his y2on 
diuers inſtrumentes, yet following the 
godly wiſdome of S. Paule, -J thinke if 
moze meete to beate downe mans ſubtil⸗ 
ties, with the contemplation of the Paie- 
fe of the mightic God; - pzonouncing 
boldly that ſuche as ſay (if my lyes and 
line ſetfo2thhis glozy, why am 4 then 
tudged as a ſinner, let vs dw emil that 
god may come, and ſo in their-wycked 
woꝛrds dare make God the authoꝛ of euil) 
hath their wozthy damnation alreadie, 
as Paule ſayth.Rom.z. Fo2 of neceſſitie; 
 bhiche their eyes can not ſer, ſuche diuer⸗ 

ſitie 
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and Reprobation. 


darkneſſe, oz howe ſhoulde this benefite 
haue bin felte oz perceyued? what matter 


o2 cauſe of vttering iuſtice mighte haue 
bin founde without ſinne and vnrighte⸗ 


ſhewed, if no wꝛath had bin deſerued? No 
the mightie God thereby molt euidently 
vttereth his maieſtie, in that he cheweth 
how the heauens fal into darkneſle with- 
out him, the earth into duſt, the Angels 


into diuels, the men into ſinne, and ſo fi- 


nally without him all things to come to 
noucht, that he might be magnified crea⸗ 
ting all things, his ſonne our ſauiour res 
nowmed, who hath redermed vs all, hys 
holy ſpirite exalted, who hath renewed all 
bs that be his elect and choſen. Nowe to 
what creature is the maieſtie of God 
bounde and founde debter of his ſpirite. 


If he 


ouſneſſe 2 howe ſhoulde grace haue bin 
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Election 


Ir he withholde it from any, his dzeadfull 


maieſtie map rightly withhold it, foꝛ who 
hath giuen him firſt, to aſke any thing as 
gapne of debt o2 dutie? At his maieſtie do 


. mue his ſpirite, it is of his free mercy and 


grace. Jf the earth fal into duſt, if man fal 
into ſinne, that alt things may be knowne 
to be nothing without God: what blame 
deſerueth God, oꝛ who dare accuſe him? 
No, let all ſleſh fall downe befoze his mas 
— ano confeſſe: All things doth onely 

eſt vpon thee, O Loꝛde, thou haſt created 
al things or nothing, ſo that without thee 
they all do fall to their oꝛiginall, to ſhewe 
them ſelues vapne and nothing wozthe, 
weake, wꝛetched, ue. = -. 


we haue any god thing, it commeth of thy 
mercp, if we haue any weakneſſe,ſinne,o2 
infirmtic, it cõmeth of our owne concu- 


piſcence, luſts, vanitie, our perditiõ is ot 


our ſelues, our ſinne is cf cur ſelues, onlp 
cf thee is our ſaluatiõ, thou made vs clay, 
potts & veſſels to thine vſe. Do thou with 
vs as thou ſhalt think god in thine eyes, 
and the ſhame ſhall fall vpon our cwn fas 
ces. The ſeconde cauſe which concerneth 

man, 


TT 


and Reprobation. 


man(wherby many miftake this doctrine) 
is that God exhoꝛteth man always in his 
Scriptures to god, and fo2biddeth euill 
with many terrible thzeatnings , whiche 
things ſeemeth not to be needful(ſay they) 
ſeeing the Elect ſhall be ſaued, 4 the Re- 
pꝛobate condened,by decree 4 ſentence gi⸗ 
uen vpon them befoze they be bozne, To 
this we do anſwer, that theſe exhoꝛtatiõs 
and comunications are very neceſſarie to 
both twaine,bicauſe God leadeth vs men 
al wayes like reaſonable creatures, nof 
like inſenſible ſtocks oz ſtones. And to the 
Elea they are moſt neccfſarie pꝛicks and 
ſpurres, to ſtirre the dull fleſh to ward his 
dutie, as all god men feleth + can beare 
witneſſe. Co the Repꝛobate they are tes 
ſti monies of the good will of the almighty 
God to them opened and vttered, but o⸗ 
penly reſiſted, refuſed, and rcteced, ac- 
coꝛding to the ſaying of onre Sauioure 
Chꝛiſt: It J had not come and ſpoken to 
them, they had had no ſinne, but nowe 
they haue no pꝛetence oz excuſe fo2 their 8 
finne. Peradnenture you will anſwere 4 
me: They can not obey vnto if, Mhat 

is 
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vs. Js the ſpirite of God departed from 


did lift him ſelfe arrogantly aboue Chaiff 


Of Eleftion 


is the cauſe thereof J pꝛay vou? bicauſe 
they lacke the ſpirite of Chiſte to leade 
them, you will ſay : J dare eaſily graunt 
vou, but will they graunt this: will they 
— — ) ſubmit them ſelues vnder 
and the fwliſhneſſe of the 
— . „ N 
wiſedome, their knowledge, and their vp⸗ 
. right dealing, and righteouſneſſe. Are not 
| theſe the that dare thus boaſt? We 
knowe as well as the Pꝛeacher can tell 


vs to ſpeake with him? As was ſayde to 
Micha. 2. ofthe Kings. 22.chapter. Oꝛ as 
the Phariſtes did anſwere vnto Chꝛiſte: 
are we blinde? Zo whome our Sauiour 
ſayth agayne:Jf you were blinde you had 
no ſinne, but nowe you ſay you ſee, there- 
foze pour ſinne remayneth, John, 9. Thus 
doubtleſſe they are ſo farre from the ſub- 
miſſion + ſubiection to po2e Chaift, that 
contrariwiſe they do willingly and natu⸗ 
rally followe their father Lucifer, who 


the ſonne of righteduſneſſe, and enermo2e 


fighteth agaynſt Chꝛiſt, though þ mightie 
power 


and K eprobation. 


ere 
L theyzs to oy Lok | 


dow the ſunne, and fo couer the whole 
earth. Wherfoze the Loꝛde God to dꝛyue 
away this naturall darkneſſe from man, 
erhozteth to iuſtice and equitie, which is 
hys nature, and the Image whiche man 
ought to counterfeit. And alwayes com- 
maundeth thyngs therevnto agreable. 
And fozbiddeth that he is not, that is to 
ſay , iniquitie, and dehozteth therefrom 
by his Pꝛophets and Pꝛeachers, publp⸗ 
ſhing his wyll aud pleaſure, wbich is the 
light and lawe moſt to man his no⸗ 


ble creature, whom he hath made foꝛ his 


honour and gloꝛy, whom he hath appoyn- 
ted to beare hys Image vppon earth, of 
iuſtice, righteouſneſſe and innocency. But 
bicauſe thys Image could by no creature 
perfealie be expꝛeſſed, vnleſſe the ſame 
580 an repleniſhed 5 "rg ſelf oe 
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rozth hab 5 perfection , bewꝛaying 
their ee 
lleth it, the Tohu and Bohu, as Moyſes 
dothe it name. The vayne vanttie and 
wilde defoꝛmitie, whence they were by 
creation altered, retouered, and bꝛoughte 
into liqhte and like, as appeared in Adam 
falling from truthe to lyes fireight at the 
beginning : nowe of neceCſitie the ſonne of 
God (who onely is god or nature) betom⸗ 
meth man, and taketh this office to beare 
the Image of God inuiſible. Coloſ. 1. And 
to be the head al that ſpirituall perfection 
whiche was to be w2ought in mankinde, 
by his afozeappoynted-purpoſe , and be⸗ 
commeth the firſt begotten of all crea- 
tures, foz by him were all things created 
both in heauen and earth, viſible and in- 
uiũble, maieſtie, Loꝛdeſhip, rule, and pos 
wer, by whom, and in whom at things are 
created, and he is befoze all creatures, 
and in him all things haue their being. 
And he is the head ol the body, he is the 
beginning and firſt begotten of the head, 
that in all things he might haue pꝛehemi⸗ 

bh nence, 
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nence. Foz it pleaſedthe father that in him 
ould dwell all fulneſſe, and by him to re⸗ 
concile all things to him ſelle. And to ſet 
at peace by him thꝛough the blond of hys 
crofſe both things in heauen and things in 
earth ; foz euen yon, ſapth Paule, whiche 
in times paſt were ſtraungers, bicauſs 
your mindes were ſet in euill wozks, hath 
he nowe reconciled in the body of his fleſh 
thzoughe deathe, to make you holy and 
blameleſſe,and without fault in his ſight. 
Steing then that this can not be denied to 
be the courſe of God his holy wozking, fo 
dzine away this darkneſſe, and fo bzing 
man to his light, to take away ſinne, and 
to bꝛing man to a life hlameleſſe, the ſtate 
of innocencie, and his owne likeneſle: ſhal 
it not be moſte ueceſſarie to haue P2eas 
chers and teachers, to tel vs this ſame, and 
to admoniſhe vs where vnto we be called, 
ſeeing of our ſelues and our owne reaſons 
no ſuche thing can be perceyued 2 There⸗ 
koꝛe haue we pꝛeachings anderhoztations 
as Paule ſapth: foꝛ when the woꝛlde tho- 
rough wiſdome knew not God in the wiſ⸗ 
dome of God, it pleaſed God thzoughe 
D.y, the 
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Of Election 
the foliſhnefſe of pꝛeaching to ſane them 
that beleened, +, Cozin,z, And as he al- 
ſo ſaythe of hym ſelfe in another place: 
We do e 
hope of your gloꝛy, warning all men, and 
teaching all men in all wiſdome, to make 
anne perfect in Chꝛiſt Jeſu. 
| Thus ſerueth then erhoꝛtations, de⸗ 
hoztations, comminations,and publicati⸗ 
ons of the lawes and wyll of our Lozde 
God: that he may be knowen the Loꝛde 
and gouernour ouer all the thynges hn | 
hath created, and the onely lawe maker 
amongſt hys creatures, publiſhyng vnto 
all that perfect equitie and Juſtice which 
ought in no caſe to be reſiſted. Whervns 
to if they can not attayne, they muſt con⸗ 
feſſe and knowledge theyꝛ own infirmitie 
and weakneſſe, and ſubmit them ſelues 
vnder the mighty hande of God, and ſo 
doyng they ſhall be receyued as childꝛen 
of the moſt louiug and moſt mercifull fa- 
ther, in ſuche degrees of perfection as he 
hath appoynted to the beautifying of the 
body of his ſonne our head. So that the 
Lozde FRY dothe teache all , and * 
al 
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all men that come into the woꝛlde bothe 
choſen and Rep2obate, with ſuch a know⸗ 
ledge as doth the god Pꝛinte, which vnto 
all his Subiecs pꝛoclaymeth his ſtatutes, 
and publiſheth his lawes: but like a god 
and tender father, he leadeth his childꝛen, 
regenerate and boꝛne a newe, neyther of 
fleth no2 bloud, noz the will of man, and 
guideth them with his fatherly ſpirite in 
the pathes of the ſame lawes, waiting in 
their hearts what is his god will and 
_ pleaſure, 

Jn the which courſe of God his wonder- 
full wozke , the wicked hathe no tauſe to 
complayne, fo2 as their father whom they 
do followe is named the Pꝛince of thys 

woꝛlde, ſo they haue the woꝛld at will, and 

are riche ropſters and welthy woꝛldlings, 
trampling vnder their feete pe Abell, 
and the deſpiſed Chꝛiſtians: neyther will 
they change their eſtate with any ſuch, no 
when they are called from varkneffe to be 
partakers of light, of life, and the heauen⸗ 
ip dapnties, lapde vp in poꝛe Chꝛiſt, they 
deſpiſe that eſtate, exculing their purcha⸗ 
ſes, their marchaundiſe, and their earthly 
D. iij. luſtes 


Of Eletion 
luſtes and delightes. Lnke.14. Wherfoze 
in the other woꝛlde they that here are op⸗ 
p2elſed ſhall haue comfozte,and the other 
tozment. AA. 
Suche is the oꝛder then of God his woꝛ⸗ 
king, that by the tontrarietie of the Cho⸗ 
ſen and Rep2obafe, of Jacob and Cſau, of 
Pharao and Jſraell , and the wiſedome 
of God, and the wiſedome of the wozlde, 
he wyll ſet fo2th his maieſtie, his power, 
his diuinitie, his Godhead, ſo muche as 
may be knowen vnto man (that is to ſay) 
in his wiſedome , iuſtice, mercy , and al- 
mightineſſe. Foz comparing his wyle- 
dome to any other wiſedome, nowe ap⸗ 
peareth the contrarie, that it is very fas 
liſhneſſe, euen darkneſſe compared vn⸗ 
to light, death vnto lyfe, lyes vnto truth, 
as Paule ſapth: When they accompted 
them ſelues wiſe, they were made very 
toles, and chaunged the truthe wyth 
iyes: the gloꝛy of the immoꝛtall God, fo 
mozfall andcozruptible creatures. They 
following their owne righteouſneſſe could 
not come fo the righteouſneCe of God in 


Jeſu Chꝛiſte. 
> Where 


mon ſc —0½: . I 


and K eprobation. 


Whherefoze of neceſſitie God dyd ſhut 
all vnder ſinne, that his mercy myghte 
flow ouer all. And that hys mighty power 
might appeare , he hath created the h:a- 
uens and earth, wherein we do ſc lighte 
and darkneſſ?, death and life, ſhame and 
alozy, weakneſſe and ſtrength, lyes and 
truthe, righteouſneſſe and vnrighteoul⸗ 
neſle, to ſerue to the ſetting foꝛth cf hys 
glozy, that man maye be dꝛiuen to faye 
with Paule: O the depthe of the riches of 
the wiſdome and knowledge of God. Bow 
incompꝛehenſible are his wayes 2 Hawe 
vuſearchable are his iudgemtts: Fo2 who 
hath knowen the minde of the Lozde ? 03 
who hath bin his counſeller. Oz who hath 
giuen him ought afozehand, that he might 
be repayed ? Foz by him, and th2oughe 
bim,and in him, are all things, fo him be 
pꝛapſe fo2 euer. Amen, 

And as this holy Apoſtle Paule dothe 
ſubmitte him ſelfe to the great depthe of 
the wiſedome of God, and his wonder - 
full Regimente and Pꝛouidence, and 
would beate aud dꝛiue do wne all fleſh by 
the conſideration of d ſame. So alſo al our 


D. iii. fathers 
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de thouldo blikefaſhonevto the ſhape 


all the powers that re them. And Paul 


naunte 
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Fathers from the beginning hath layde 


this the onely foundation of their faythe: 


Mhereloꝛe W to ſtabliſh 
oꝛie of þ creatts, 


the faith of the 

t ſofoozth Tn ot God hys pꝛeſent 
gouernaunte about the things made and 
created, And Dauid foz a confeſſion of his 
faithe pzonounceth of "his p2onidence; 
Pſa. 95. J do know that thou art a great 
Lo2de and a Lozde aboue all Gods, All 
thinges whatſoner the Loꝛdes pleaſure 
was, he hath made in the heurs,the earth, 
the ſeas, x the be ſſe waters. Againe, 
bythe worde of God al thinges were ſet. 
in their plates, x by the ſpirit ofhis mouth 


confidering molt deepely 
cing molke pl; Na 


and pꝛououn⸗ 
bys dinine gouer⸗ 
Godly pꝛo⸗ 
uidence of the — op things fo2 his 
Elect and choſen, ſayth thus. Roma. 8, 
We kriob e that all thinges wozke foz 
the beſte vnto them that lone God, who 
alſo are called of purpoſe:fo2 thoſe which 
he knewe befv2eghe alſo pꝛedeſtinate, that 
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and Reprobation. 


vt hys Sonne. Pozeouer, whome he hath 
pꝛedeſtinate, thoſe hath he called,+ whom 
he called, them he alſo bath inſtified, whõ 
he hath iullifped, thole allo hath he glo- 


'- Sothat thys appeareth to be no new 
doctrine of Gods pꝛoui⸗ 


| * But the only ground 
of faith and certaynty of concience in all 
conflites agaynſt the woꝛlde, the ficthe 
and the deuil, agaynſt Binne, Death, and 
as the Apoltle vleth it in the latter 
ende ol the ſame chapter, and all the Fa- 
thers from the beginning hath felt it. Foz 
How toulde Adam by any other woꝛke oz 
creature, eyther by comfozt of any other 
doctrine; ſtay hys conſcience 2 But in thab 
theLo2ve God pꝛomiſed to p2onyde foz 
Hym; and to ſaue him from his enemie 
who once had ouertome hym) by the bleſ- 
ſed ſed; which not by mrrites,but by mer⸗ 
tie and grare, and therefoze of his free pur⸗ 
poſe befoze appoynted, ſhoulde be tents 
ito hym to bꝛeake the head of the 
Why: Should Abzahamhane 
kk s countrey and hys obne fathers 
D. v. houſe 


Bell, 


le 
baute he had not felt this diuine pzonis 
ae ee wp er 
n ol him and ? 
lively feeling of God his careful pzoundice, 
and _—_— 2 ede when he 
was paſt hope of ſeede (cõcerning hys dead 
bodio and al the 8 ature) and by 
the ſtedlaſtnes of faith in the temptations 
about the ſane ſcede, to be made aflayne 
— 2 — layde — 
[ rom fo | 
hym this choſen Kell Abraham is cal⸗ 
led the father ol all faythul, As by his hy⸗ 
ſtoꝛie appereth a fatherly care of our God, 
foz all his people, both Foz e 
Foz wife and childe, and all togither. And 
Iſaac his ſonne, that chſen ſede,in whom 
Al the Hations ef We 
| ſed to be leſſen puma of eb 
| was boꝛne, hath this — 
taunce gyuen hym by kau 
p2amife mg bt be ſure tg gall the 8 
a le faith: Rom. 14. pd ch ae and his 
8 this fre pꝛemiſe i fatherly 
and Pꝛedeſtinatinn (o; what elſe 
von 6. call it) was againe. 9 
ene 
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and Reprobation. 


opened, Genel. 26. in theſe wozdes : tha⸗ 
row thy ſeeve ſhall all the nations of the 
earth be bleſſed , And the liuely ſence ano 
feeling of this Election and fatherly care 
of Gad foz hym, did then eſpecially ſhine in 
his hart, when the Loꝛd ſayd vnto him: Go 
not into Egipte, tarie here, 4 will be with 
thee, and wil bleſſe thee, and thozow thy 
ſed ſhal al the nativs of the earth be bleſ⸗ 
ſed,Gen.26,And after that greuous temp⸗ 
tation bndoubfedly wherein he was com⸗ 
pelled foꝛ feare ot᷑ the Philiſtines, to denie 
bis wife and cal hir ſyſter,x after the mas 
nifolde contentions with the Philiſtines, 
wherin his God dyd pꝛeſerue him, and at 
the end in the wõdertul miracle or his chil⸗ 
dꝛen, whoſe birthright was altered by the 
vnſearcheable pꝛouidence of God, the 
manyfelt notes and tokens of the 
free - Election and choyſe of God dyd 
appeare , And Jacob choſen and belo⸗ 
ned in his mothers. wombe, kelte thys 
free woꝛke of God his great fauour, who 
had choſen hym befoze. hee was bozne, 


and taking occaſion of the neceſſitie 
| pf 
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ID deſcending from heauen vothe de⸗ 
IN vnſion wherin the An⸗ 
gell „ee ſh 
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or his bꝛother, ſerketh the birthright, the 
which God had vnto him befoze appoyn⸗ 
ted and „ renouncing the courſe 
il nature, then both he leaue and foꝛſake 
vis fathers houſe, and paciently taketh all 
troubles offred vnto him. In the which ol⸗ 
tentimes Ne e, he feeleth the hea⸗ 
ny and greeuous femptations that his fas 
thers and Jſaac had befoze (foz 
no creature moze often ſuffereth trouble 
than the very Elect of God) foz the expe⸗ 
riment of his fayth, whereby the liuely 
ſence and vndoubted tokens of his fauou⸗ 
rable election after many battels 4 victos 
ries, might be made certen and ſure, tho- 
rough pꝛeſent comfozt alwayes miniſtred 
vnto Vim 7 by ſecret inſpiration oz 


1 . 


the party coloured 

cherpe fo2 his p ic multtplie and en- 

creaſe his ſubſtance: as alſo * — 
idde 


and Reprobation. 
| biddeth him go into his owne countrey 
krom this deceptfull Laban, and defendeth 
his Jacob from him: And finally the glo- 

rious victozie giuenvnto him oner the An⸗ 
gell, comfozting him agaynſt 8 of 
his bzother Eſau, doth bzing foꝛth 
his heart and conſctence *. 
and token of the fanour of his heauenly 
, pads ata yg rv 
e gouerning,gt:yding,and pꝛeſer⸗ 
the fre mercy of his diuine P20- 
—_—_ 


Jeremie alſo choſen in his mothers 
wombe, as appeareth in the firſt chapter 
of his P;ophecie, where it is ſayd fromthe 
mouth of God: befoze J faſhioned thee in 
thy mothers wombe J did know ther, and 
v2 euer thou waſt bozne 4 did ſanctifie thee 
and o2deyned the to be a P2ophet vnto 
this people , then felte the moſte linely 
ſignes and tokens of bis Election, when 
his fleſh2 repined, grudged, and feared to 
take in hande the execution of this great 
and daungerous embaſſage, t the power 
of God his ſpirite dothe touche his heart, 
and openeth his mouthe to the A 

an 
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and rofing vp of all people and kingdoms 
to bꝛeake, deſtroy, and make waſte, and 


rayſed hym as a fenſed towne , abzaſen 
wall, ap ＋ ˖ꝓa6ͤ4— the kyngs, 
pꝛieſtes, and people of the lande. owe 
though ſometymes hys fleſh doth grudge 
fozthe burthen of hys office, and anguiſh 
of hart, as though he had been an abiece 
oz Rep2obate , yet alwayes after the 
dꝛunt of temptations vttering his weak- 
nelle, he findeth the mercifall pzeutdence 
of his heauenly father, to take a contiun- 
all care foz hym, and not onely comfozte 
and ammiſt hym, but allo moſt evidently to 
puniſh his enimies. 
And to be ſhozt,all the electe of God are 
thus choſen and called, gupded, and gouer⸗ 
ned from their mothers wombe, accoꝛding 
to the ſaying of the pꝛyncely Pꝛophete: 
Thou arte ber * takeſt me from my 
mothers „thou waft my hope, 
2 1 vppon my mothers 

3 


vet why 

bꝛeſtes. J haue bene left vnto thee euer 
ſince 3 boꝛne, thou art my God euen 
from mp mothers wombe . And then dog 
they feele molt ſenſibly + linely thvs they3 
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and Reprobation. 
Election, when temptations and aduer⸗ | 
fitics doth allaile and aſſault them, in the 
which conflicts ot the lleſh, and the ſpirite, 
of ſynne and grace, of lighte and darknes, 
they are compelled to crye and cal, toſigh 
andſobbe befoze they2 heauenly father 
fo2 the deliueraunce of this moztall and 
ſinful body ſubdued to vanitie:and though 
they do molkenidently percepue how they 
are called from darkneſfſe tolinhte , from 
loue ol iniquitie, to the hatred of the ſame, 
from obedience ſomtime giuen to Sathan 
and to the luſtes of the fleſh , to the obedi- 
ence of the ſpirit, which fighteth agaynſt 
the fleſh ,and though, J ſay, they percey- 
uing this, be not able to quench theſe ra- 
ging luſtes, yet do they mourne and dayly 
lament , calling fo2 the grace of their hea- 
nenly father, which lamentafions , ſigh⸗ 
ings and ſozowyngs foz they2 ſinnes, bee 
the ſenſible felings and lyuely ſyanes: and 
tokens of Gods infallible and ſure Electi⸗ 
on. Wherefoze whoſoener ſhal fele theſe 
ſecret ſighes and mournings, thereby ha⸗ 
ting ſinne + deſiring therfrõ to be deliue⸗ 
red, conudering theyꝛ owne weaknes, and 


withing 
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withing alivaies tobe of perſenion 
| tet them. with all thankes geening 
pce —— 
. blowd but feb — 
ok our ieee 
terceſſion foz his afflicted members ( who 
ins) with vnſpeakeable gro- 
ane tn yuh yn r | 
p in 'W 
bodie, as ſometimes he did Job, Jonas, 
Jeremie, and other: yet wake ende her 


are hys 
nings. 


giueth o them moſt victo- 
rie, acco to the | purpoſs 
of his diuine pzquidence,who is to be fea- 


red, reuerenced, renowmed and pꝛayſed 

Heretoloꝛe haue we anſwered gene⸗ 
rally to them that woulde make God the 
autour of euill, and to them which doſay, 
that thys doctriue taketh away erhoztati- 
ons and thꝛeatnings, and the pꝛeaching 
of the woꝛde. Now by the grace of God, 
we will moze baiefly anſwere to ſome ar⸗ 
guments whiche they bꝛyng fa2th of the 
ſcriptures, ſettyng aparte all ſuch cauyl⸗ 
lations as mans reaſon ( whiche in Gods 


myltcries 
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and Ræprobation. 
myſteries can neuer be ſatiſfied) by pᷣ craft 
of the deuil doth excogitate, inuent. But 
kpꝛſt we will ſpeake ſomething of god 
wozkes, t the true vnderſtanding of thoſe 
ſcriptures which commende the vnto vs, 
leaſt we ſhould ſeeme to diſſuade me from 
the ſame, oꝛ extenuate the meaning of the 
holy ghoſt, in ſuch ſentences as our aduer⸗ 
aries do wickedly peruert fo2 p mainte⸗ 
nace of mans power againſt this doctrine 
of grace x free Electid, which dare affirme 
that by wozks they purchaſe part of their 
ſaluation, the whiche(as we haue ſaid ) is 
freely gyuen by this Election in Chꝛiſte 
Jeſu befo2e the foundation of the wozlde 
was lapde. 

The god woꝛks which are ſo in deed, that 
is to ſay, which pꝛocerde of the ſpirite of a⸗ 
doption,t the feeling of Gods mercies in 
electing,calling x tuſtifying,firſt of al haue 
this vſe,y they declare the power of God 
to be in vs, and the ſpirite of Chꝛiſt, which 
doth confo2me vs to his Image: and this 
is the ende whereunto we are Clected and 
pꝛedeſtinate to be confozmed to the image 
of hys ſonne. Rom. 8. Elected befoze the 
E.j. unda⸗ 
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foundation of the wozlde to be holy and 
blameleſſe.Ephe.1.created vnto god woꝛ⸗ 
kes, which God hath prepared foꝛ vs to 


walke therein Epeſ. 2. Theſe haue the re⸗ 

ward, as Paule ſaith, not only of this life, 

but of the woꝛld to come. Therfoꝛe ſayth 
| 


our ſauiour Chꝛiſte. Path, 25, Come ve 
bleſſed of my father, poſſeſle the kingdome 
pꝛepared fo2 you frõ the beginning of the 
wo2lde, J was hungry, and ver gaue me 
meate: J was thirſty, and ye gane me 
dꝛinke. t. | 

Ok thys excellent commendation and 
rewarde of god woꝛkes, we do learne the 
dignitie of the ſame, not of the U oꝛthineſle 
of thrſelues, which are neuer able to ſtand 
in Gods iugdementes: foꝛ our very righ⸗ 
teouſneſles are, as Cſay ſapth, as clothes 
fiithily pulluted, but of the dignitie of the 
grace ot the pꝛomiſe of God, who wozketh 
them in vs. #02 it is God, ſaith Paul, that 
wo2keth in vs both the will and alſo the 
woꝛke, euen of his purpoſe. Phil. 2. Ther⸗ 
foze all is cf grate, not of woꝛks, leaſt any 
ſhould gloꝛy. Epheſ. 2. Fo21f there were 
any power in eur ſclucs, oꝛ dignity in the 

| wozks, 
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and eprobation. 


woꝛks, then had we ſome thing to glo2zy, 
but now that all is confeſſed to be of Gods 
free mercies, and nothing of our ſelues, we 
conclude that God crowneth and rewar⸗ 
deth his owne wozks in vs, that who ſo 
glozietij ſhonld gloꝛy in the Lo2de.:.Coz, 1, 
And where ſome allege this place. Pat. 26, 
ſo to commende woꝛkes that they ſhould 
be the cauſe of the Election and the fauour 
of God, they do not conſider the kyꝛſte 
wo2des : Come you bleſſed of my father, 
inherite the kyngdome p2epared foꝛ you 
from the beginning of the woꝛld Wherin 
we may note, that they being the bleſſed! 
and beloued of the father, are called to the 
mheritance of the heauenly kingdome,not 
wonne by works, but pꝛepared by the hea⸗ 
nenly father fo2 hys childꝛen befo2e they 
did any wozks at all: Like as the wicked 
haue their place of eternall toꝛment there 
named foꝛ them befv2e pꝛepared and aps 
poynted, And in both t wayne the wozkes 
doth only declare what the tres are wher- 
out they ſp21ag,x teſtiſie what d fountaine 
is whence they flow:acco2ding as our Das 
niour Chzilt ſapth: the tree is knowẽ by ß 
| E. j. kruite, 
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kruite, a god man foꝛth of the god trea- 
ſure of his heart dothe bzing fozth god 
woꝛkes, and the euill man euill wozkes, 
This dothe James byd vs, to ſhewe our 
faith of our wozkes, and ſaith, that Abꝛa⸗ 
ham did thus vtter his faith by his wozks, 
and Rahab by her woꝛks, and were iuſti⸗ 
fied. Where we are compelled with all 
the Godly learned to expound the woꝛde 
iuſtiſied, declared to ber Juſte, oꝛ elſe we 
do make James contrary to himſelf, cons 
trary to Moyſes, whoſe ſentente he in the 
ſame place alledgeth, contrary to Paule, 
and the whole courſe of Scriptures , And 
thus muſte all the generall ſenfence of 
wozkes bee vnderſtode, that by theſe 
wozkes wherein God wpll haue vs to 
walke, we are knowen to haue his ſpirit 
to bee god trees, ſo iudged by our fruits; 
as is the god apple fre by the apples, 
not that the apples make hym gad, but 
teſtiſie that he is god, and that it hath 
within it ſeife a kindly power of god tuice 
and noꝛiſhment. So we feeling the power 


of. the ſpirite woozkyng in oure hartes 
Godly motions , and ſo bzingyng fooꝛth 


good 


na pr obation.. 


Ms of faith and god wozkes, do 
confirme our . as Pe⸗ 
ter ſpeaketh, to our 
The ſeconde vſe of wozkes is, that God 
in vs by them may be glozified, Whereof 
our ſauiour Chꝛiſt ſaith,Pat. 5.Let your 
light ſo ſhine befoze men, that they ſeeing 
your god wozkes may gloꝛifie pour father 
which is in heauen , And this is the chefs 
vſe of good wozkes,the laude and glozie 
of Gay whereunto we were kpzſt crea- 
ted in the earthy Adam, e now are anew 
reſtoꝛed by the heauenly Adam Chzilt Je- © 
ſu, to walke in god wozks,and to be holy, 
blameleſſe,+ without faulte, And to thys 
ende that God in them might be glozified, 
doth ſcripture comend vnto vs god wozks 
and ſetteth foꝛth the crowne of glozy to 
them that therein are exercaſed, do runne 
that ye may obtayne, ſaith the Apoſtle , la- 
boꝛ foʒ the crown incoꝛruptible. 1. Coz. 9. 
Now bicauſe theſe latter dapes are 
the tymes wherein our Sauiour Chailte 
dyd ſay, that faith ſhould fayle, and cha⸗ 
ritie ſhould ware coulde, we that haue fo | 
cleare reuelation ot Gods great mercyes | 
in 
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iſte may gyue no occaſion fo 


the ſlouthrull fleſhe, eyther in our ſelues 
dz others: but after the example of the 
Scriptures we mult alwayes erhozte to 
god wozkes , and ſo tame our bodies and 
b:ing them into ſubiection (as Paul ſaith) 
leaſt whiles we pꝛeach to others, we our 
ſelues be founde Rep2obates.1. Coꝛin. 9. 
the which ſentence is euill alledged ofthe 
aduerſaries of Election,as though Paule 
might haue become a repꝛobate, oꝛ as if 5 
he had not ben certaine of his ſaluation, 
but that it ſhoulde hang of his well do⸗ 
ings. Foz he ſayth firſt in the ſame ſens 
tece,3 do ſo runne, not as at an vncertain 
thing, and ſo fight, not as one that beateth 
the ayꝛe: but as he ſaith to the Komanes, 
chap.$.J am ſure that neyther death noꝛ 
like, neither Angels, noꝛ rule, neither po⸗ 
wer, neither things pꝛeſent, nether things 
to come, neither high, neither low, neither 
any other creature, ſhall be able to depart 
vs from the loue of God in Chaiſte Je⸗ 
ſu dure Lozde. Likewiſe they alledge 
foth of the ſeconde chapter to the Phi⸗ 
lipptans, that Paule willeth vs to woꝛke 
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dure owne ſaluation: but they do not con⸗ 
ſider that he ſtreight wapes addeth, that 
it is God which weꝛketh bothe the wyll 
and the woꝛke. And in the chapter befoze, 
he ſaith, that it is God which hath begon p 
god woꝛke, and will finiſh it. So that ſuch 
Scriptures map neuer ber alledged foz 
wozkes, agaynſt grace, foz to ſet vp our 
ſaluatton cf our ſelues, which onelp com⸗ 
meth of mercy in the free Election, wher- 
by we were choſen in Chꝛiſte Jeſu, and 
created a newe in him, by his onelp ſpirite 
to bzing fozth god wozkes. Therefoze 
do we conclude with Paul, Romanes, ii. 
that we are ſaued and iuſtiſied frerlie 
by Grace, not by woꝛkes, fo2 ſo grace 
were no grace, and that all are ſhutte vp 
vnder ſynne, that mercie may be vppon 
all, vppon whome it pleaſeth hym fa 
ſhewe mercie. And foz the conſideratt- 
on of theſe greate myſteries of Election 
and Rep2obation, we crye with Paule: 
D the depth of the ryches of the wiſdome 
of God, Bow vnſearcheable are his iudge⸗ 
ments: t how incdp;chenſible his _— 
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